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IDAHO FREEDOM INDEX METRIC

(+/- 1 point for each instance)

The Idaho Freedom Index provides the most comprehensive and powerful indicator of how our legislators’ votes reflect the principles of restoring
liberty, protecting rights, limiting government, reducing taxes, and honoring the Constitution. Bills are analyzed within the context of the
metrics below. A bill receives one (+1) point for each metric that is satisfied by freedom-focused policymaking and loses one (-1) point for each
instance in which the inverse is true. The bill's score comprises the sum of these points.

Does it create, expand, or enlarge any agency, board, program,
function, or activity of government? Conversely, does it
eliminate or curtail the size or scope of government?

. Does it transfer a function of the private sector to the
government? Examples include government ownership or
control of any providers of goods or services such as the land
board’s purchase of a self-storage facility, mandatory emissions
testing, or pre-kindergarten. conversely, does it eliminate a
function of government or return a function of government to
the private sector?

. Does it give government any new, additional, or expanded
power to prohibit, restrict, or regulate activities in the free
market? Conversely, does it eliminate or reduce government
intervention in the market?

. Does it increase barriers to entry into the market? Examples
include occupational licensure, the minimum wage, and
restrictions on home businesses. Conversely, does it remove
barriers to entry into the market?

. Does it directly or indirectly create or increase any taxes, fees,
or other assessments? Conversely, does it eliminate or reduce
any taxes, fees, or other assessments?

. Does it increase government redistribution of wealth?
Examples include the use of tax policy or other incentives to
reward specific interest groups, businesses, politicians, or
government employees with special favors or perks; transfer
payments; and hiring additional government employees.
Conversely, does it decrease government redistribution of wealth?

Does it increase government spending (for objectionable
purposes) or debt? Conversely, does it decrease government
spending or debt?

. Does it in any way restrict public access to information related
to government activity or otherwise compromise government
transparency, accountability, or election integrity? Conversely,
does it increase public access to information related to
government activity or increase government transparency,
accountability, or election integrity?
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Does it violate the principle of equal protection under the law?
Examples include laws that discriminate or differentiate based
on age, gender, or religion or which apply laws, regulations,
rules, or penalties differently based on such characteristics.
conversely, does it restore or protect the principle of equal
protection under the law?

Does it directly or indirectly create or increase penalties for
victimless crimes or non-restorative penalties for non-violent
crimes? Conversely, does it eliminate or decrease penalties for
victimless crimes or non-restorative penalties for non-violent
crimes?

Does it violate the spirit or the letter of either the United States
Constitution or the Idaho Constitution? Examples include
restrictions on speech, public assembly, the press, privacy,
private property, or firearms. conversely, does it restore or uphold
the protections guaranteed in the US Constitution or the Idaho
Constitution?

Does it violate the principles of federalism by increasing federal
authority, yielding to federal blandishments, or incorporating
changeable federal laws into Idaho statutes or rules? Examples
include citing federal code without noting as it is written on a
certain date, using state resources to enforce federal law, and
refusing to support and uphold the tenth amendment.
conversely, does it restore or uphold the principles of federalism?

Does it promote the breakdown of the traditional family or the
deconstruction of societal norms? Examples include promoting
or incentivizing degeneracy, violating parental rights, and
compromising the innocence of children. Conversely, does it
protect or uphold the structure, tenets, and traditional values of
Western society?

Does it expand the government's bureaucratic monopoly on
education, reduce family and student choice, or finance
education based on an institution or system? Conversely, does it
reduce government coercion in education, expand education
choice, or finance education based on the student rather than the
institution?

The Idaho Freedom Foundation analyzes and rates hundreds of bills each legislative session on a wide variety of topics. We typically rate more
than half of the bills printed during each session. Not every bill gets an IFF rating, however. Some reasons for not rating a bill include: it being
administrative or procedural, falling outside of our rating metrics, involving excessively technical or complex issues, or being a frivolous or

unnecessarily provocative bill introduced for political posturing.

IDAHOFREEDOMINDEX.COM




NG
" FoUNDATION

IDAHO SPENDING INDEX METRIC

(+/- 1 point for each instance)

The Idaho Spending Index serves to provide a fiscally conservative perspective on state budgeting while providing

an unbiased measurement of how Idaho lawmakers apply these values to their voting behavior on appropriations

bills. Each bill is analyzed within the context of the metrics below. They receive one (+1) point for each metric that

is satisfied by freedom-focused policymaking and lose one (-1) point for each instance in which the inverse is true.

The sum of these points composes the score for the bill.

1. Does this budget enact powers and activities
that extend beyond the proper role of
government? Conversely, does this budget fulfill
the proper role of government?

2. Does this budget incur any wasteful spending
among discretionary funds, including new line
items? Conversely, does this budget contain any
provisions that serve to reduce spending where
possible (i.e. base reductions, debt reconciliation,
etc.)?

3. Isthe continuation or growth in ongoing
spending, if any, inappropriate for the changes
in circumstances, scope of the agency, or
current economic environment? Conversely, is
the continuation or growth in ongoing spending
appropriate given any change in circumstances
or economic pressures?

4. Does the budget fund any programs or line
items that violate either the spirit or the letter
of the U.S. Constitution? Conversely, is this
budget restricted to programs and line items that
better align the agency with the spirit and the
letter of both the U.S. Constitution?

Does this budget create permanent programs or
Full-Time Positions (FTPs) using temporary
funding?

Does this budget perpetuate or expand state
dependence on federal dollars, thereby
violating principles of federalism? Conversely,
does this budget actively reduce the amount of
federal dollars used to balance this budget?

Does the budget grow government through the
addition of new, permanent FTPs or through
funding unlegislated efforts to create new or
expanded entitlement programs? Conversely,
does this budget reduce the size of government
staff and programs except where compelled by
new legislation?

Does this budget contain hidden fund transfers
or supplemental expenditures that work to
enact new policy or are not valid emergency
expenditures? Conversely, are fund transfers
only made to stabilization funds or are
supplemental requests only made in the interest
of resolving valid fiscal emergencies?
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